
“Spirit Empowered Living"
Acts 1-2:41

Main Question:  What is required for us to be empowered by the Spirit and what happens once we are?

(1) For us to be empowered by the Spirit Jesus must be alive and on the throne. (Acts 1:1-5; 2:22-28; 
2:36)

We can not overlook the fact that when the disciples were mocked in this passage Peter’s initial 
response in to point to Jesus’ resurrection.  The mouths of mockers are quickly silenced before supreme 
power.  There is no greater day in history than the day Jesus rose from the grave.  If Jesus had not been 
raised from the dead, then death itself would not have been defeated.  If Jesus had not been raised from the 
dead, sin would not have been conquered and we would have no hope of resurrection ourselves.  Jesus’ 
resurrection proclaimed to all the world that Jesus is God and He alone has control over creation and history.  
He is Lord (2:36), He is King, and He is on the throne.  
1. Peter’s message is not a message of advice (Ex. “It would be best if you did this or that, etc.”), he is 
proclaiming news: Jesus is alive and he is Lord!  Do we respond to Jesus’ Lordship as news or advice 
in our lives? Think individually and corporately…
2.  Read Acts 1:3 again.  What historical facts about the resurrection of Jesus do you see stated in this verse?  
Why do you think it was important then and now?
3.  Read Acts 1:4-5 and John 16:7. Discuss the connection between these two passages. How does this 
fulfilled promise apply to the separate baptism of the Holy Spirit in the life of the apostles as seen in Acts? Why 
would this promise not apply in the same way today?

(2) For us to be empowered by the Spirit we must submit to Jesus’ Lordship.  (Acts 1:4; 2:1; 2:37-41)
No individual will receive the blessings of the King if they remain an enemy to his cause.  This is also 

true in God’s kingdom.  No individual is going to receive the blessings of the Spirit of God if they do not first 
repent of their sin.  We see this clearly play out in Acts 2:37-41.  When those from many nations are listening to 
Peter’s sermon they are convicted of their sin and want to be reconciled to God.  “Brothers, what shall we do?”, 
they ask!  With great conviction and repentance they are brought into the kingdom of God and receive God’s 
Spirit.  They submit to Jesus as Lord and Messiah.  
1. Read Acts 1:12-13. How did the disciples respond to the final command of Jesus before He ascended into 

heaven? What is the evidence of our real submission to Jesus as Lord in our lives?
2. Read Acts 1:14. What were all of the disciples doing when they gathered together in Jerusalem? How does 

the way that we pray reveal the reality of how much we truly trust that Jesus is the Lord who is on His 
throne? What does your prayer life reveal about Jesus' Lordship in your life?

(3) Once we are empowered by God’s Spirit we will obey His commands. (Acts 1:8; 2:5-13; 2:37-41)
The disciples are transformed from scared and confused individuals into bold and joyful proclaimers of 

the greatest message the world has ever heard.  Spirit-empowered living causes one to be a Christ-follower in 
the home, on the job, in the grocery store, etc.  Spirit-Empowered living changes the way we lives our lives and 
leads to us to proclaim the message of the Kingdom of God to everyone we come across with our words and 
our lives.    



1. Read Acts 1:8. If Jesus is on the throne, what does He say is the focus of His Kingdom work? Has this 
changed? How are we doing at FBCSF? How are you doing at obeying the King?

2. Read Acts 2:37-41. What happens when God's people, empowered by the Holy Spirit, obey God's 
commands? What can your Connect Group do to obey? What can you do? What will God do if we do what 
He commands us to do and empowers us to do through the Holy Spirit?

3. Read Acts 2:5-13. What was the purpose of the gift of tongues that was given to the believers on the day of 
Pentecost?

4. Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-28. What does this passage say about the purpose and use of the gift of tongues 
in the church?


